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December 1, 2017
Dear Reader:

Please find attached the Public Scoping Materials for cthe Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Case Mountain
Vegetation and Forest Health Plan. " This project specifically aims to implement a vegetation management and forest
health steategy to prevent catastrophic wildfices on approsimately 444 acres of BLM-administered public lands at Case
Mounmin. A public scoping meeting will be held at St. Anthony Reureat, 43816 Sterra Drve, Three Rivers, California
93271, from 5:30pm 1o 8:00pm on December 14, 2017.

The Case Mounsain area is part of the 20,000-acce Kaweah Area of Critical Environmental Concern, which was
desigmated for the protection of the six distinct giant sequoia groves, other sensitive plants and animals, rivetbank
ecosysterns and culturally significant aceas. The area is also part of the Case Mountain Exiensive Recreation
Management Area, which offers miles of mountain biking, hiking and horseback riding trads; picnic tables; and
opportunities for wildlife viewing and photography in the foathills of the Sierras. In addition, the Milk Ranch
Wilderness Stody Area occurs within Case Mountain.

The atiached Public Scoping Matenals, including discussion of the preliminary issues, route alternatives, and maps, are
provided to inform the public and allow for public comments on the project prior to the initiation of an
environmental analysis. Your review and comments are requested to ensure the BLM has accurately caprured the
issues and management concerns as they currently exist and to ensure the most feasible and viable alternatives have
been considered.

Beyond this public scoping peniod, an addiuonal opportunity for public comments on the preferred (proposed)
alternative and draft environmental analysis will be accommodated prior to a final decision by BLM management.

Public scoping comments will be accepted through January 2, 2018. The BLM can best uulize your comment
submissions 1 they are received within the review penod and if they address specific detals of the attached
documents.

[t should be noted that any personal information you provide, including name and contact informauon, wall become
part of the official record for this project and may be distnbuted should that spectfic informauon be requested.

Comments may be submutted electronically to: bim_ca_case_mtn@blm.gov; ePlanning website ar:
htips: lanning.blm.gcov |-fron

-nggm, g§§ Ogm;lb, l'nnd delivery; or by mal to:

Attn: Case Mountain Vepgetauon and Forest Health Plan
Bakersficld Field Office

3801 Pegasus Drive

Bakersfield, California 93308-6837



Sincerely,

Gabricl Garcia
Ficld Manager, Bakersfield Field Office



A. ANTICIPATED PLANNING ISSUES AND MANAGEMENT CONCERNS

A planning issuc is identified as a matter of controversy or dispute over resource management
activities or land use thac is well defined or topically discrete and entails alternauves between which to
choose. Management concerns are topics or points of dispute thar involve a resource management
acuvity or land use. While some concerns overlap issues, a management concern is generally more
important to an individual ot a few individuals, as opposed to a planning issue, which has more
widespread point of conflict. However, certatn resource values (c.g., cultural resources) will sull play
pivotal roles in developing alternatives and reaching decisions regarding the major issues. Although a
resource value cannot itself be an issue, the issues included below are organized under general
resource values for purposes of organizavonal structure.

The 1ssues and management concerns presented below are preliminary and based on the best
information known to date. Preparation of the Programmatic Environmental Assessment will afford
opportunitics for collaboration with local, State, Federal and Tabal governments and land
management agencies, public interest groups, and public land users. As a result, these issucs and
concerns may need to be modified to reflect public comments and concerns raised during the public
scoping period.

Issue No. 1: Air & Atmospheric Values

e llow would the Proposed Action and Alternatives contribute to emissions of criteria
pollutants and greenhouse gases in the San Joaquin Valley?

®  How would BLM mitgate for potential impacts to air quality and greenhouse gas emissions
from the Proposed Action and Alternatves?

Issue No. 2: Areas of Cniueal Eavironmenial Concern

*  What impacts would the Proposed Action and Alternanves have on the Kaweah Area of
Criucal Environmental Concern?

Issuc No. 3: Biological Resources

¢ How would the Proposed Acuon and Alternauves affect habitar of special status species
including giant sequoia, Sequoia gooscberry, Shicley Meadows star-tulip, Pacific fisher,
California condor, and Spotred owl?
Issue No. 4: Cultural Resources
e How would the Proposcd Action and Alternatives impact historic and prehistonc cultural
sites withun Case Mountain?

Issue No. 3: Fire

*  How would the Proposed Acuon and Alternanves affect fire behavior within Case
Mountain, surrounding landscape, and Wildland Urban Interface (WUI)?



Issue No. 6: Palcontological Resources
®  How would the Proposed Acuon and Alternatives impact paleontological specimens within
Case Mountain?

Issue No. 7: Rangeland Managemenrt
» \What affect would the Proposed Action and Alternatives have on grazing within Case
Mouniain?

Issuc No. 8: Recreauon & Visitor Services
»  What affect would various treatment of vegetauon and tree stands have on the recreatipnal
experience of visitors in the Milk Ranch/Case Mountain Wilderness Study Area (WSEA)?

¢  How would the Proposed Action and Alternatives affect ceaffic and tourism in the town of
Three Rivers?

[ssue No. 9: Visual Resource Management

¢  How would the character of the viewshed from key observatnon pownts in the Milk
Ranch/Case Mounmain WSA be modified by the Proposed Action and Alternatives?

Issue No. 10: Water Quanuty & Quality
® How would the Proposed Action and Alternauves affect the quaatity and quality of surface
water within and downstream of Case Mountun?

Issue No. 11: Wilderness Study Areas

o How would the Proposed Actton and Altematves affect charactenstics of the Milk
Ranch/Case Mountain Wilderness Study Aren?

ROUTE ALTERNATIVES

BLM proposes to implement this project under two route alternatives:
o Alternauve A: Highway 198 to Crage Ranch Road
e Alternative B: Flighway 198 to South Fork Road to Cinnamon Canyon Road

®  Alternauve considered but eliminated from detatled analysis: Mineral King Road
MAPS

Included as separate attachments.



